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At last, we have had some rain which was much needed by the garden, and our water tank is full to the top once more. 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if it could be distributed evenly throughout the country, and throughout the year – it’s either 

a famine or a feast - and so much goes to waste. Mother Nature does not always get things right. Unfortunately, the 

extreme weather events we have been experiencing recently seem to be gaining in strength and frequency, and there 

is little we can do about it. The weeds still seem to be the survivors though.  

Omicron is still rampant in the community, which is making life difficult for some Clubs to hold a monthly meeting, 

despite the changes to regulations.  I don’t know about you, but I am beginning to lose interest in; the new rules, 

changes to rules, traffic light colours, reduced isolation times, amended attendance numbers, vaccine/no vaccine 

passes, QR Code scanning, etc. etc. The horse has obviously bolted, and we have been cut off at the knees and left to 

fend for ourselves as we see fit. But our generation is made of tough stuff, so hang in there – keep wearing a mask – 

be careful about the company you choose – and stay positive - (not Covid positive). Well, that has got that lot off my 

chest, now on to the happier news from Clubs around the country, there’s always something interesting happening. 

TAUPO MOANA REBUS CLUB  

 Our 10-minute speaker 

was Gwynneth Burton, 

sharing with us her 

adventures in an Israeli 

Kibbutz in 1977.  

We had a fun St Patrick's 
day lunch, all wearing a bit of green and enjoying great fellowship, great food, great jokes and 

celebrating with Rebus friends.   
It was pleasing to see the contribution made by Margaret Coulson acknowledged with Life Membership, in 
recognition of the continued support Margaret has given the Club since its inception.  Christine Bailey, Bulletin Editor. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PUKENAMU REBUS CLUB INC. WANGANUI  

March Dining Out: It was great to join 17 other members at the Pukeko’s 
Nest, where it was a gorgeous evening with the setting sun beaming 
through the window. I didn‘t think I could manage both the warm chicken 
salad AND the fish with salad - chose the chicken and it was delicious! We 
moved around, chatted, and caught up with friends.                                        
                                                                      Helen Goldfinch, Newsletter Editor. 

Happiness is getting what you want,  
Joy is knowing you are never alone. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
REBUS CLUB CAMBRIDGE  

More than 56 members attended the February meeting to hear Karen Groot-Scholten talk 
about her participation in the 2019 Great Wall of China Marathon. (Photograph left, with 
President Avis Steed). 
 
Members had a wonderful visit last month to C&R’s vehicle museum at Hautapu. Mike Ross 
gave us a wonderful tour and talk about the amazing cars and equipment on display.                                       
                                                                                                  Steve O’Sullivan, Newsletter Editor. 

Many people will walk in and out of your life, but only true friends 
leave footprints on your heart. Eleanor Roosevelt. 
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OMANU REBUS CLUB   
President’s Corner: I am happy to let you know that it’s our 30th Anniversary this year and we have a special 

presentation to commemorate this. We will also celebrate this at morning tea. 

It is also AGM time, and I am pleased to advise that the current Committee will be staying on for this coming year, 

minus a Vice President.  A big thank you to all of them. I am delighted that we are in this position, and we will continue 

to look for a Vice President.                                                                                               Adrienne Wilson, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

STOKE TAHUNANUI LADIES’ REBUS CLUB  

We are a very active club of around 70 members. Apart from our monthly meeting the various activities arranged give 

us plenty of opportunity to mix and enjoy one another's company. The photos are of the Monday Walking Group by 

the sea at Motueka, and members of the Garden Group at a pretty suburban garden. In 2021 we took van loads to St 

Arnaud and the Nelson Lakes where we enjoyed walking in a cat free area with abundant birdlife. An important feature 

of all our outings is the coffee or lunch stop and we are fortunate to have a big choice of venues. Once a month we 

have a lunch - Harvest Kitchen at Seifried Vineyard is the place to be in March. 

Great to hear from the ladies at Stoke Tahunanui, thanks to Judith Hunter, Secretary, and welcome to Rebus Club News. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF RIVERSIDE HAMILTON  

Make the Right Decisions About Moving to a Retirement Village. David Swain 

compiled a very detailed article to help members weigh up the pros and cons 

of moving to a Retirement Village. 

Photo from last Thursday's Puketoki & Blade Reserve tracks walk. We had a 

most enjoyable day in beautiful bush, despite having to negotiate a few 

windfalls from the weekend storm. It began with a surprise morning tea which 

set us up for the day.                                             Steve O’Sullivan, Bulletin Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS WAIHEKE ISLAND AGM.  

“When I opened our minutes with the results of our Email-AGM compiled, I expected just numbers from Jim’s Excel 

file, but we had 67 responses, higher than our previous AGM meeting. 10 committee members were standing. We had 

unanimous support for the 6 resolutions; 30 members replied on the day Jim’s AGM email went out, March 4th, but 

each day the responses came in until the deadline on March 14th when we received the last two. What I had not 

expected was the number of comments which you, our members, had contributed to our Email-AGM. “Congratulations 

on an excellent report and an efficient organisation of the AGM-Email. Many thanks to the committee members for 

their hard work and navigating through another difficult year with apparent ease. The club has been in good hands 

and it’s great that the same people are looking after us for another year.” One member recognised the importance of 

our meetings as, “an integral part of our social lives”. So, from our Rebus Committee I would like to acknowledge the 

loyalty of you, our members. This was evident in your responses to an unusual AGM.”                                                                                                                                      

Claire Stainton and Tania Sweet, Newsletter Editor. 

You never really learn to swear until you learn to drive. 



RED BEACH LADIES’ REBUS SCLUB                                 
Where there’s a will, I want to be in it. 
Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until you hear them speak. 
If I agreed with you, we’d both be wrong. 
War does not determine who is right – only who is left. 
Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad. 
They begin the evening news with ‘Good Evening’ then proceed to tell you why it isn’t. 
To steal ideas from someone is plagiarism.  To steal from many is called research. 
I didn’t say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you. 
A clear conscience is the sign of a bad memory. 
Going to church doesn’t make you a Christian any more than standing in your garage makes you a car. 
Behind every successful man is his woman.  Behind the fall of a successful man is usually another woman. 
I’m supposed to respect my elders, but it’s getting harder and harder for me to find one now.  

Thanks to Bobbie Wakenell, Newsletter Editor, for this item to keep up our spirits! 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THAMES BONANZA CLUB  

Our thanks to Cathy & Murray for organizing our trip to 

Jan Shoemark’s Glass Mosaic Studio in Waitoa, The 

Adrian Worsley Gallery in Te Aroha, and lunch at the 

Domain Cottage Café. Jan is a skilled & passionate artist 

with metal & glass. Our group enjoyed her enthusiasm, 

and demonstration of various patterns and cutting 

technique. 

Adrian’s gallery was a major surprise. He is exceptionally 

talented, with the neatest workshop imaginable, and 

thousands of metal parts in storage for future work. Well worth the visit.                    Gary Meek, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WEST AUCKLAND MEN’S REBUS CLUB  

Friday 18 February saw an Outing to the Orakei for Morning 

Tea/Lunch. Travel there and back was by train (on the Western 

and Eastern Lines). Members used their Gold Card and were 

therefore able to travel for free. A total of 14 people attended, 

from both West Auckland Men’s Rebus and Waitakere 

Combined Rebus. We all had lunch at the King’s Plant Barn café. 

Afterwards, 3 people decided to continue south to Papakura, to 

buy a Beecard. This is like a Gold AT Hop card, but useable outside Auckland. As reported by Bill Mutch at the February 

meeting, it can be used on the Te Huia Auckland-Hamilton train service.                  John Mihaljevic, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF PETONE  

GINNY ANDERSEN, MP for Hutt South. Ginny came to our February 
meeting and spoke about the protest in Wellington, Covid created 
disruptions and supply chain distortions, the Government’s legislative 
program, labour shortages in many sectors bought about by the halt of 
immigration, the pressure on supply and access to resources for the 
building industry. She opened the meeting to questions, many and varied 
from why Transmission Gulley in not yet open to Covid mandates. Ginny 
Andersen has an extensive background of working with police and justice 
matters - she is approachable and an energetic representative for people 
and issues in her constituency.                        Valerie Wenk, Bulletin Editor.                                                                                                      

The world is a book and those who do not travel read only one page. Augustine of Hippo 

 



REBUS CLUB OF MT HOBSON 

Two new members were inducted in February, John Cockcroft, and Richard Yates. 

Guest Speaker was Richard Pearson, Topic: “Views and reflections on the current 

political status in China and Hong Kong.” Richard’s main skill is in container ports 

having worked for over 30 years with companies in Li Ka-Shing’s empire, including 

Hutchison Whampoa and CK Infrastructure, in Hong Kong and Europe. After returning 

to New Zealand in 2007 he was appointed Chairman of Ports of Auckland and 

Chairman of Wellington Electricity Distribution Network, a subsidiary of CK 

Infrastructure Holdings.                                                 Chris de Boer, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WAIKANAE MILLENNIUM REBUS CLUB INC  

A very happy occasion occurred on 

the 23rd February, when more than 30 

club members turned up at the BBQ 

down at Otaihanga Domain. Again, 

the weather was obliging, so 

everyone was able to sit in a semi-

circle in their beach chairs, having a 

natter, while lunch was being 

prepared. Thanks to Bruce and Joc’s 

formidable organising, everything flowed seamlessly.                                                   David Goggin, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SOUTH WAIRARAPA REBUS CLUB  

The next meeting of the South Wairarapa Rebus Club will be held at 9:45 am on Friday 25th March 2022 at the South 

Wairarapa Working Men’s Club, Greytown. The Guest Speaker is our own club member Dr Richard Dodd. Richard 

spent much of his astronomical career in New Zealand, including serving as Director of Carter Observatory, Wellington, 

and as an honorary lecturer in physics at Victoria University of Wellington. He is a past president of the Royal 

Astronomical Society of New Zealand and last spoke to us in May 2019 on Black Holes. His topic next Friday is 

“Astronomical Miscellany”.                                                                                            David Woodhams, Newsletter Editor. 

You can live to be 100 if you give up all the things that make you want to live to be 100. 

Woody Allen 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF PALMERSTON NORTH  

Our AGM had a lower attendance than usual, probably because 

of the Covid situation, but we proceeded in good spirit, 

concluding with a lunch enjoyed by many of us. A change of 

officers saw Dean Halford hand over the President’s chain of 

office to Yvonne Parkes (see photo) and Lorrene Langer was 

elected Secretary to replace Sue Eckworth who has provided 

invaluable service in that position over the last three years. 

Fun at the Feilding Lions Club mini golf course!  A number of us 

much enjoyed this outing – a lot of laughs as we putted our way 

around the well designed, interesting (and testing) layout.  An 

action shot in the photo.  A good lunch followed at an Irish pub.                                  Dean Halford, Newsletter Editor. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Count your age by your friends, not years. Count your life by smiles, not tears. John Lennon 

 



HASTINGS REBUS CLUB  

Kevin Lay from Wildlife Computers spoke to our group about his 35-year career designing and 
deploying wild animal tracking equipment. He was a co-founder of Sirtrack Ltd in 1987, a 
government SOE that designed and built VHF tracking tags.  These included transmitters to gather 
data to help control possums, wild cats and mustelids that spread TB. Kevin's spent two summers 
in Antarctica tracking Adélie penguins to determine their movements should a disaster like an oil 
spill occur in McMurdo Sound. Sirtrack then grew into an international company with 60 staff 
providing marine, terrestrial, and avian transmitters globally. In 2012 Kevin was employed by 
Wildlife Computers USA. Their focus is primarily marine species, and we were shown numerous 
slides of sharks, turtles, whales, penguins, and fish carrying satellite tags. Modern animal tracking 
satellite tags are as small as a few grams and can track species worldwide. Feedback includes 

depth, temperature, GPS location, water conductivity, feeding behaviour and dissolved oxygen.           Leon Davidson. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WAIKANAE COMBINED REBUS CLUB INC. 

Our Club has decided to continue with most of its activities under Covid restrictions and precautions as a means of 
learning to live with the pandemic. It's going to be with us for a while. The March meeting commenced with the AGM 
and Mike Langdale Hunt was elected as President for the 2022-2023 term. Then it was time for a special event, the 
annual debate between Kapiti and Paraparaumu Colleges, for the Evan Thomas Cup, first presented in 1999.  Member 
Evan Thomas was active in organising and adjudicating the annual debate but died in office as President in June 2011. 
The trophy was named as a memorial for him. The moot was a very topical subject - “In cases where protests stage 
illegal occupations this house believes that the police should prioritise disbanding the protest rather than seeking 
to de-escalate it. (e.g., through negotiations, stand offs etc.)" Having announced Paraparaumu College as the winners  
the independent adjudicator, Bill Robertson, (pictured) explained that his task was extremely difficult because both 

teams put forward very persuasive 
arguments.  He was impressed with 
all the debaters but finally chose 
the second Paraparaumu debater, 
Eva Hunt, as the ‘speaker of the 
day’. The Paraparaumu team, 
affirmative view, photo right. 
Clive Palmer, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
REBUS CLUB OF UPPER HUTT INC. 

Guest Speaker: Alex Davidson spoke about his two-year secondment to Papua 
New Guinea in 1974 with 5 other N Z Police Officers. Their role was to provide 
advice and training resources to the Papua New Guinea constabulary. In a 
country with over 800 dialect languages the common form of communication 
was Pidgin English. The proximity of their accommodation to a local crocodile 
farm, as well as the many venomous snakes that resided in and around the 
camp and on the nearby Snake Hill made life interesting. Not forgetting the 
poisonous banded sea snakes. The heat was intense, and as well as the many 
snakes there were Gnat Gnats, which was a term used for any form of insect, 
spider, or ant. Alex later found out that training material he had developed was 

Highlanders at Payback Ceremony.      still being used some 13 years later, testimony to his work.           Alex Attewell. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
REBUS CLUB OF MILSON INC. 

On THURSDAY 17th FEBRUARY we visited County Fayre at the 

Pohangina Village. Following morning tea, Jill from the 

Cartwheel Creamery gave us a presentation on the making of 

their cheese, followed by tasting. The cheeses were available to 

be purchased. We then had a delicious home-made lunch, and 

many craft items were for sale. There was also a library with 

historical photos.                                                                                           Margaret Broderick, Secretary. 



REBUS CLUB OF GULF HARBOUR  

After much deliberation, a new Committee for 2022 has been formed with a new President, 

Vice President and Secretary joining three continuing committee members. 

The March guest speaker, Garry Phillips gave a most interesting talk on genealogy which 

naturally gave rise to a number of questions regarding tracing DNA. 

Two years of the virus have been tough on club socializing but with careful sticking to sensible 

rules of mask wearing and being triple vaccinated, 2022 is expected to produce more activities 

for those members who wish to get back to living life! Ramblers continues to be the most 

popular club activity.                                                                               Pamela Warner, Secretary. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF WANGANUI  

Surprise Life Membership was awarded to 

Paerau Taylor for her dedication and 

commitment to the club over many years. The 

award was presented by the Club’s foundation 

member Bryan Dean and President Jim Hulbert 

(photo left). 

March Outing, Tuesday 22nd March, was to 

“Collectables” 5 Lewis Avenue, followed by 

lunch at Upukongaro Cafe.                         Paerau Taylor, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF HAMILTON  

Trip to Raglan: Our group of 13 set out in glorious weather and it only got better - Raglan Harbour was its tranquil 

best. The hostess, Valerie, on the Wahinemoe welcomed us on board with the promise of two hours of local scenic 

delights. The captain gave us details of local history as we cruised round the various bays, including local gossip on the 

hidden mansions seen between the trees. We coasted past trees inhabited exclusively by cormorants and bays where 

the seagulls responded to the captain’s voice. We learnt about the 

formation of the pancake rocks, then out towards the breaking surf 

before returning via the popular 

inner harbour beach where the 

kids were jumping off the pier. As 

we sat on the wharf, enjoying our 

freshly caught fish (and chips) we 

were entertained by locals 

swimming and fishing alongside 

us, and shared our experiences of 

a lovely, peaceful day.                                                        Kaye Wallis, Bulletin Editor. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF PARAPARAUMU BEACH INC  

AGM time. President Steve, with Robyn and Carol busy doing their thing 

(photo left). Thanks to all those who turned out. 

Ian Dunwoodie was our speaker for March, somebody who has travelled 

extensively. Ian approached us to speak about his travels and his CV looked 

good. Unfortunately, there is always a problem when you speak to a topic 

quite generically rather than sticking to some specific experiences. 

                                                                     Steve Hutchison, Presidential Scribe. 

(This speaker is touring the country and has contacted a number of our Clubs).  Ed. 

 



FITZHERBERT REBUS CLUB INC.  

 

2022 Management Team: Allain Scott (President), Glenne Sheppard, Owen Fawcett (Treasurer), Robyn Manderson, 

Bev Wallace (Secretary), Chris Daykin, Pat Goodwin (Vice-President) Nance Godfrey, Geoff Barnes. Our speaker, 

Matthew Dallas, Editor of the Manawatu Standard, gave us an insight into the media industry. As newspaper readers 

are on the decline and online poses a different way of reporting, journalists, editors, and we as readers must adapt to 

new ways of gathering information.                                                                                                Bev Wallace, Secretary. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WOMEN’S REBUS CLUB OF WAIKANAE  

Murray Edridge was our speaker for March (pictured here with our lucky numbers winner 

Janet MacPherson). A very welcome return visit from Murray Edridge from Wellington 

City Mission brought us up to date with a bold new venture. "Whakamaru" is a new 

building development in the CBD that will reshape the way we support our community.  

The name means "to shelter and protect".  It will provide accommodation, transitional 

housing and support for those people who need the Mission's help to build a better life.  

"Dignity, Respect and Care without Judgement" is how the Mission supports over 400 

people across Wellington, every day.  Of all the many challenges facing these people 

housing is the most acute.  Currently there are 2,000 families on a 5-year waiting list. 

There will be 35 apartments for supported living. A new social supermarket was opened, 

with a grant of $140,000 from New World.                    Mary Paddock Newsletter Editor.   

_______________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                              

REBUS CLUB OF DEVONPORT INC  

Club Picnic at Narrow Neck Beach, 20 January 2022. 

It was organised as a casual “meet and greet” after the Festive 

Season, to chat and enjoy a BYO lunch outdoors together in the 

Auckland summer. However, after many sunny warm days after 

Christmas, Thursday dawned cloudy and cooler with a breeze from 

the south. Not to be put off from a good time, twelve determined 

folks arrived with chairs and all, and soon the chat bubbled away as 

people caught up after the holidays. There was no sunburn, or 

swims that day, but an ice cream of your favourite flavour, as we all 

gradually headed home. Thank you, to the organisers and Barbara 

for the photos.                                                                David Thomson. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF KHANDALLAH  

FEBRUARY SHORT TALK: Shubha Sarma, who grew up in New Delhi, told how her mother encouraged her to seek out 

a professional career. After graduating as an electrical and electronics engineer in India, Shubha emigrated to New 

Zealand in the early 1980s. She spoke of the challenges of succeeding in a male dominated profession while working 

in New Zealand and concluded on the positive and hopeful note that women have made significant progress in 

breaking down gender barriers and succeeding in their chosen professions.                 Cate Crombie, Newsletter Editor.  



REBUS CLUB OF HIBISCUS COAST  

Our AGM this year was a straightforward affair as all but one of last year’s committee stood again, and apart from the 

obvious changes around President and Immediate Past President, most will continue with the same role. The IPP, Phil 

Martell will take up the role of Bulletin Editor and a few other tasks. Some will say that it is good to have new people 

with fresh ideas, it is equally true that for a smooth transition in these slightly troubled times, continuity is a welcome 

comfort. 

Here is our dedicated team for this year! Left to 

Right - David Gatland, Les Wistrand, Phil Martell 

(IPP), Garth Dutton (President), Bryan Wentworth, 

Murray Paterson, Paul Robinson (Inset), Steve 

Waller. We are still seeking to fill the role of Vice 

President.  

                                         Phil Martell, Bulletin Editor. 

 

 

 

And that concludes the March 2022 issue of Rebus Club News.  A few clubs are currently not holding meetings, and 

although they have sent me a copy of their Bulletin/Newsletter, the content is aimed specifically at their own 

members, and without Guest Speakers or Outings, interest is limited. So, if you have read right through to the last 

page, and feel your Club has been omitted this month, perhaps that is the reason. Won’t it be good to get back to 

normal again? Thank you to all who have contributed this month – please keep your news items coming. I try to provide 

as great a variety as possible, but you are my source, and I know times are a bit trying at the moment.   

Last month you may recall I drew to your attention the “ROMEOS” (Rebus old men eating out) Group at Khandallah. I 

have been pondering this since then. It is well known that women living alone cope with ‘cooking for one’ much better 

than their male counterparts. In my own club it is not uncommon to hear comments like “I don’t do much cooking – I 

can’t cook – I buy meals readymade – I would not know what to do with that - my wife used to do all the cooking” etc.  

Here’s a suggestion: Someone volunteers to co-ordinate a small group of like-minded chaps to arrange a 

weekly/fortnightly/monthly get together at a reasonably priced restaurant.  It can be the same venue each time (where 

you will become regulars and get good deals as well as good meals). This is easier than trying to find a different venue 

each time, but that’s up to the group, and where you live.  Once your group has ‘lift-off’ you are away laughing. Later 

on, depending on the level of cooking skills you all have, you might have a shared meal, maybe to watch the footie. 

One cooks the meat, (sausages are OK), one makes a salad (no need for coriander and frilly lettuce), one makes 

something out of potatoes – boiled are fine. You could even do a dessert – nothing wrong with ice-cream and tinned 

peaches. Easy Peasy. And the camaraderie! Let me know how you get on.  All men are Romeos at heart, and the 

hardest part is the first meeting. Good Luck! 

A journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step. 

 

 

Jean 
Editor – Rebus Club News. 

 

 

 


