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Hello again, how the months roll by.  

It is fortunate I had nothing else planned for today – except writing to you – as the weather is foul outside. It is also 

my little brother’s 77th birthday. He was the apple of my mother’s eye, she wanted a boy as in the “Just William” books, 

and her prayers were answered. Do you remember ration books? Cosmetics, as well as food were rationed. One day 

two-year-old Frank, sat on the grocer’s counter while Mum did the shopping, watched the grocer cancel the coupons 

with an indelible pencil. Later that day at home, Mum was horrified to find Frank had cancelled every single coupon in 

all four ration books, just like the grocer, with her new, precious red lipstick! But he got away with it, as usual. The 

worst part, for me, was standing with Mum in a long queue at the Government Food Office, trying to get new ration 

books, and trying to convince them we were not cheating the system. Frank, who still lives in England, has always lived 

life on the edge, pushing boundaries – nothing changes, just the number of candles on the cake. 

Memories are special, especially family memories, and it is important to write down some of them. On my computer 

I am compiling a brief account of my life – who knows – one day someone might read it. 

WAITAKERE COMBINED REBUS CLUB  

After some very cold and wet days, the 
weather was beautiful for our Mid-Year 
Christmas Lunch. We travelled by bus 
from our base in West Auckland to 
Devonport. As we had time to spare our 
driver stopped and we were able to 
have a pleasant stroll around the 
Devonport Village before making our 
way for lunch. There was a good 

turnout, and the meal was enjoyed by everyone. The view out towards Rangitoto and the harbour was so relaxing.                                                                                                          
Phyllis Greenland, Secretary.   
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
REBUS WAIHEKE ISLAND  
Main Speaker: The main speaker was Mike Eaglen, CEO of EV Maritime. His 
goal is to de-carbonise the cities of the world. In Auckland 13,000,000 litres of 
diesel are used by ferries which is equal to 600 buses. Electrification means a 
higher initial cost but a lower ongoing cost, electric boats are a better 
investment and would help get cars off the road. The transport industry is 
looking for 70% reduction, in a growing city this makes it harder. The first two 
boats are under construction. A developed country is not where the poor use 
cars but where the rich use public transport. Rapid charging is very important 
and needs to be done during unloading/loading. The ferry fleet would have 50 
years of life, considerably longer than currently, they must be built in NZ and 
maintain skilled jobs. Mike’s campaign is to take this to the world. For re-
charging at Waiheke, a new cable under Tamaki Strait would be required.                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                      Tania Sweet, Newsletter Editor.    June Wine Tasting at Poderi Crisci. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB CAMBRIDGE  

In June 25 of us met at the local Tivoli cinema, for a screening of an Aussie comedy movie, “How to please a 

woman” followed by muffins, club sandwiches and coffee. A most enjoyable afternoon of fun and fellowship. 

                                                                                                                                     Steve O’Sullivan, Newsletter Editor. 

 

“The cure for boredom is curiosity. There is no cure for curiosity.” Dorothy Parker. 

mailto:rebusclubnews@gmail.com


REBUS CLUB OF RIVERSIDE HAMILTON 

John Jackman gave us some personal insights into events which took place while they were serving at the New Zealand 

High Commission in London (1980-4). 

Mid-Winter Luncheon: 

 
What a fabulous luncheon it was. When I stepped out of my car, I was greeted by the Rebus flag on its first outing. 

This guided me to the Bowling club, which was decorated beautifully. Full credit to the organising committee. Photos 

from the day. PS the food was wonderful, and yes, I did go back for seconds!              Steve O’Sullivan, Bulletin Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THAMES BONANZA REBUS CLUB  

Thanks to everyone 

involved in preparing the 

tables, raffles, spot prizes, 

and drinks for our June 

Dinner, plus cleaning up 

afterwards. Functions like 

this go so smoothly, and 

are so enjoyable, due to 

the input and support of 

our members.  
Photo: taken by Cathy 

D’Ath. 

Gary Meek, Newsletter Ed. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WEST AUCKLAND MEN’S REBUS CLUB  

The Guest Speaker at our June meeting was Raewynn Robertson. She is the local history librarian at Research West, 

located in the Waitakere Central Library in Henderson. Raewynn’s presentation was about man-made buildings and 

structures in the Waitakere Ranges. 

                                                                  Vince Middeldorp, Secretary.     

 

The safest way to double your money is to fold it over once  

and put it back in your pocket. 

 
In America, it’s called ‘lobbying’. Everywhere else in the world it’s called ‘’bribery & corruption’. 



REBUS CLUB OREWA  

Rebus Club Orewa received a Certificate of 
Attainment, from the Chairman and Board of Rebus 
NZ Inc. in recognition of 35 years’ service to active 
retirees in the Orewa district. 
Pictured left:  President Robert Letcher, and Norma 

Parker, Membership Officer.  

 

CANTON FLAVOR, OREWA - 28 JUNE (right) 

Lovely food and great company. 

                                                                                                               Maureen Grigg, Bulletin Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF FOXTON  

Guest Speaker for July: Seasoned Palmerston 
North thespian Mark Kilsby who has appeared in 
more than 100 local productions, landed his first 
movie role in 2009, a bit part in Kiwi movie 
“Second-Hand Wedding”, which opened at 
Cinema Gold, back in the day! 
 

Right, Foxton Rebus welcomes Wendy and Brian 

Thistoll, who were inducted by Life Member, 

Logan Wilson.      Dereley Barry, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

RED BEACH LADIES’ REBUS CLUB  

It was great to see members braving the sudden cold snap to attend our June meeting, wrapped up warmly 
and ready to listen to Guest Speaker, Pharmacist Tania Adams discussing keeping well during the Winter 
months and providing excellent advice on available medications for arthritis and 
rheumatism which tend to be more troublesome at this time of year. 
This month members won’t want to miss hearing our Guest Speaker, local artist and 1978 
NZ Commonwealth Games women’s 3,000m silver medallist Heather Matthews.  Heather 
was my neighbour for many years and as well as being a talented athlete and artist, is also 
a keen gardener.                                                                                     Trish Meurant, President. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
REBUS CLUB OF KHANDALLAH  

Member, Peter Isherwood, is a wonderfully well-informed and 

enthusiastic speaker on ways of measuring time. He reminded us that 

although for most people, life now is ruled by clocks, it was not always 

like that. He took us on a journey from earliest measures of basic time: 

the year and the days, through sun dials and church bells, to water clocks 

and sand timers, clocks which told the hours but had no minute hand, 

and on to the evolution of mechanical clocks powered by weights, which 

by the late 16th and early 17th centuries became reasonably accurate 

through the development of pendulums. Pendulums revolutionised timekeeping clocks but were useless in sailing 

ships. This was so important to the British Admiralty that in the mid-18th century they offered a substantial reward, 

claimed by John Harrison for his marine chronometer which kept consistent time, enabling navigators to compute 

accurately their longitude at sea. Peter confided that each Royal Navy ship then had to take three marine 

chronometers on board – so if one failed, they still had two.                                          Sharon Major, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

The trouble with the world is that the stupid are cocksure, 

and the intelligent full of doubt. Bertrand Russell. 



REBUS CLUB OF PALMERSTON NORTH  

Our Midwinter Lunch at the Manawatu Golf Club in Palmerston 

North was enjoyed immensely: an excellent roast main with all the 

trimmings, apple crumble with cream, tea, and coffee.  Bonhomie 

plus.  (Photo.)  We highly recommend the venue and service. 

Club Speaker at the July meeting was Keith Eckworth who, in his 

inimitable style, gave an account of his life story.  His early years 

were spent in London during and after WW II.  Moving to NZ, Keith 

established a career as a master painter and builder, mostly in the 

lower North Island.  He has been a strong contributor to two Rebus 

Clubs. 

Mark Kilsby, a local actor, was our Guest Speaker.  He has been in 

over 160 plays and gave us an insight into ‘behind the scenes’ 

aspects of the craft, including his own favourite roles.                                                     Dean Halford, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF MANAWATU  

June Guest Speaker: was Fraser Greig, Manager of MPR (Manawatu People’s Radio) who described what this Access 

station does (much more than radio) and how it supports the community and gives voices to minorities in the 

Manawatu.                                                                                                                                                                  Margie Comrie. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WAIKANAE MILLENNIUM REBUS CLUB  

Three new members were 
inducted at the July 
Meeting.  
 

Mid-Winter Roast at Anzil 

Hungarian Restaurant. 

 

 

 

Tuesday 26th July, Visit and Guided Tour of the Kapiti Chocolate Factory, Raumati.     David Goggin, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF HAMILTON  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Members: L to R – Jill Marshall introduced Alison Orchard; 

Margaret Clayton-Green was introduced by Francis Patrick. Claudia Baird introduced Jennine Duffell, Vice President 

Robert Patrick.  

We celebrated the Queen’s Jubilee with a luncheon at the Hamilton Gardens. The venue was appropriately decorated, 

and several members came dressed in tiaras and wore medals. The Quiz highlighted how little many of us know about 

the Royal Family. A good time was had by all.                                                                            Kaye Wallis, Bulletin Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

No matter how educated, talented, rich, or cool you believe you are, 

how you treat people ultimately tells all. 
If you want anything said, ask a man. But if you want anything done ask a woman. Margaret Thatcher. 

 



SOUTH WAIRARAPA REBUS CLUB  

Twenty-five members and guests attended our Matariki 

Luncheon at Brac & Bow, Royal Hotel, Featherston, on 24 

June, celebrating in style the solstice and the new annual 

public holiday. Richard Dobbs, our in-house astronomer, 

spoke briefly on the open star cluster variously called 

Pleiades or the Seven Sisters by Europeans, Subaru by the 

Japanese, and Matariki by Maori. Depending on how dark 

the night sky is, and how sharp your eyesight is, from six 

to nine stars may be visible to the naked eye. A quiz of twenty testing questions, compiled and administered by David 

and Linda, was won by Richard’s group with 16 right answers.                               David Woodhams, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 REBUS CLUB OF MT HOBSON  

Guest Speaker, Richard Blundell has been involved with St John for over 19 years, and 

Chairman of the Northern Region for 6 years, during which time he has visited every St 

John location in the region at least twice every year and his tag line for St John is “ordinary 

people doing extraordinary things”. It is the third largest youth organization in New 

Zealand with 5,200 members. The Order of St John was founded in Jerusalem at the time 

of the Crusades. It moved to Rhodes and then Malta before splitting, with part moving to 

the UK. Henry VIII got rid of the knights. Queen Victoria established the Royal Order, and 

it has grown since then. In New Zealand it has 9,000 volunteers and 3,100 staff. Ambulance 

operations cost $280m of which $233m was paid by Government. Call outs cost $800 each but the part charge is only 

$98. The Chinese community has been very generous in the Northern Region, particularly in Auckland, donating over 

30 ambulances.                                                                                                                           Chris de Boer, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WARKWORTH MEN’S REBUS CLUB  

Towards pest free NZ. 

Volunteer trapper Colin Binstead showed successful ways of trapping pests at the July 
meeting. He concentrated on the work done by TrapNz and pestfreewarkworth in trapping 
and removing predators in local Regional Parks, and around Mahurangi College. Colin has 
developed his skills locally to improve the variety of bush and increase local bird life.  You 
have to think about how the target animal reacts to the type of bait, and the surroundings of 
the trap.  Four main drivers of the animal are – Fear, Food, Fight and Fornication.  The items 
used in and around the traps had particular scents which may be ‘smelly’ to humans but were 
attractive to the target pest. Colin works with DoC and young students at the College to report 
results along trap-lines to TrapNZ who collate information to show which pests are active in 
certain areas. The improvement in bush re-growth and birdlife is the best reward for all the 
work.  Photos taken over a year, showed improvements after targeting possums. The Club 
donated towards the continuing work.                                                     Robert Dye, Secretary.   

_______________________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                 
HASTINGS REBUS CLUB  

Oh, the joys of technology, and having a member who knows how to use it!!! Ed. 

 

Guest Speaker: Kathleen McCory, a Tutor Nurse at EIT. Kathleen was in the Army as a medical 

nurse. Her talk centres around her service in Afghanistan. 

 

Photo: Past President, Paul Hawke delivered Kathleen’s presentation on her behalf, which she 

had supplied on DVD. She was unable to attend due to illness.                                 Leon Davidson. 

 

There is a major difference between intelligence and stupidity. 

Intelligence has its limits. Albert Einstein. 

 

A smart person knows what to say. A wise person knows whether to say it or not. Dalai Lama 

 



REBUS CLUB OF UPPER HUTT INC.  

Our Midyear function was held at Bowls 

Upper Hutt on 30 June and   attended by 

36 members who enjoyed both the 

company and the food.  

 

The Guest Speaker was Stephen O’Keefe, 

(right) Programme Director for the 

Interisland Resilience Connection Project (iReX). 

Stephen leads the iReX programme which includes procuring two new Interislander ferries for KiwiRail’s Cook Strait 

crossing service, and the redevelopment of the terminal precincts in Wellington and Picton.         Alex Attewell, Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WAIKANAE COMBINED REBUS CLUB  

Our July meeting had a low turnout mainly due to bad weather, but those present enjoyed a fascinating talk by Russell 

Bell who chairs the "Friends of the Waikanae River", a group which provides hundreds of hours of voluntary work on 

maintenance, planting and advocacy for a fragile river and wetlands system. Clearance of bush in the catchment 

region, farming on the slopes and plains, draining of wetlands and housing development, have severely damaged this 

waterway and its surroundings.  All is not lost though, with the work of the group backed by regional authorities and 

a substantial mountains-to-sea project funded by Government. This is assisting stabilisation of the system, re-

establishment of wetlands and massive planting of native trees and protective plants. Much of the country is facing 

similar challenges from our degradation of the environment.                                           Clive Palmer, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF GULF HARBOUR  

The Club had a Midwinter lunch at Hello Manly which was well attended and enjoyed by those present.  

Dr Chris Benton gave an interesting 

talk on “The Night Sky” at the July 

Club meeting, maybe inspiring some 

to brave the cold winter nights at 

present to gaze upwards in awe – 

when it’s not raining! 

We welcomed Vincent Reidy to our Club at the July meeting.  Vincent 

brings our membership to a healthy 61.                                                                      Pamela Warner, Secretary.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
KOWHAI REBUS CLUB OF BETHLEHEM  

 

Some lovely pics of the visit to                            A Reminder? 

Katikati Museum, 

'Service and Sacrifice' installation.     Lisa Sutherland, Newsletter Ed. 

 

Freedom does not mean being free of something, but free to do something. Angela Merkel 

Don’t trust everything you see. Even salt looks like sugar 



COMBINED REBUS CLUB OF PARAPARAUMU BEACH INC. 

(L) Lots of 

happy 

members at 

the mid-year 

lunch. Anzil 

again turned 

on a great 

event. 

Tony Silke talks about the Isle of Man in the 10-

minute speaker slot. (Centre). 

David Howman (R) was our main speaker talking about his work for the World Anti-Doping Agency and his high level 

of involvement with many other world sporting bodies.  Mike Tyson had been using drugs for much of his career. David 

upset the Russians by exposing them and is now unable to visit Russia. David is happy to return in 2023.       

                                                                                                                                                 Steve Hutchison, President/Editor.                                                                                                                    

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF HIBISCUS COAST  

We enjoyed a very successful Mid-winter 

Lunch at Gulf Harbour Golf Club.  Paul 

Wilkinson was recognised at this function 

when I had the pleasure of presenting him 

with a Certificate of Appreciation for his 

considerable contribution to the club over 

a number of years, especially in the area 

of our IT requirements and club 

presentations. We have been making a concerted effort to promote the club with the 

intention of growing our membership.  This has been done through mail drops in the Manly area and renewal of 

advertising posters at the Plaza, Countdown and Library (thanks to Graeme McIntosh for your contribution in this 

direction).  We would also like to place posters in local retirement villages.                                     Garth Dutton, President. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF WANGANUI 

Mid-Winter Christmas Lunch, Friday 22nd July.  

Bus Tour Outing, Tuesday 23rd August 2022. 

The Club is planning a 2-hour Mystery City Tour 

in the Vintage Double Decker London Bus. 

We will leave from the Blind Centre, everyone to 

be gathered by 9.30 am on the day, at the car 

park. The cost at this time will be $10.00 p/p. 

We encourage you to invite family and friends. The tour will be followed by lunch 

at “Carolines Boatshed”.                                         Paerau Taylor, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

TAUPO MOANA REBUS CLUB  

TAUPO MOANA REBUS 20th BIRTHDAY celebrated on the 21st of July 2022. 

Lunch was enjoyed by 58 members meeting at the Sorrento Restaurant. A 

welcome was extended to all by President Bill Irwin, followed by some brief 

explanations about the formation of the club by life members Mary Lockwood and 

Margaret Coulson. In those days the formation of Probus was always under the 

auspices of Rotary, and enthusiastic Rotarian Don Lockwood became the first 

President and Mary his secretary. 

Some fun followed, organised by Shona and her team.  It was a challenge for seven 
teams to add a story to a ‘Birthday Party’, each with a different subject and style. For example, the best costume party, 
the naughtiest party, the surprise party that went wrong, the biggest birthday disaster. Our imagination ran away with 
us. Table One lead by birthday boy Murray Bishop was the winner. Judging was by applause or noise. The fun and 



laughter finished with the cutting of the Birthday Cake by Margaret and Mary, being served to all. A special thanks to 
Shona and her Team for a memorable and enjoyable occasion.                                   Christine Bailey, Newsletter Editor. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PUKENAMU REBUS CLUB INC. 

Lunch at Parnells was an opportunity for 17 of us to 

learn a little bit more about other Rebus members. The 

venue was warm and comfortable, and the food was 

delicious. 

Guest Speaker Kelly Scarrow from Wanganui Hospice.  

Hospice sees 350 people each year and 80 are on the 

books at any given time, with most people supported in 

their own home. There are 35 staff and 220 volunteers - they are 46% funded and must raise 

$2m every year. Kelly feels that money should not be a barrier. Member Lindsay Young talked about Farming Friends, 

who have been able to donate $5000 every month to Hospice, by either buying a cattle beast and a farmer will raise 

it, or a farmer may donate a beast.                                                                                         Helen Goldfinch, Newsletter Editor. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

FITZHERBERT REBUS CLUB INC.  

Last Club Day: With our organised speaker unable to attend due to sickness, President Allain rose to the occasion and 

presented a very interesting 

look at Palmerston North 

buildings as they were at the 

establishment of Palmerston 

North and as they are today. 

These pictures and history 

were well received by all and 

brought back memories.  

Welcome to new members Margot Andrew-Pomare and Max Hansen. We hope you enjoy the Club and its activities, 

and we look forward to getting to know you.                                                                                      Karen Carter, Secretary.      

_______________________________________________________________________________________________                                                           

WOMEN’S REBUS CLUB OF WAIKANAE  

Speaker for July – Jay Clarke. We were privileged to have Jay Clarke from Woodhaven 

Gardens speak to us in July.  The vegetable gardens take up 55 percent of the 360 hectares in 

Ohau and comprise twenty-four types of crops. Although eighty percent of the 250 workers are 

New Zealanders, there are also some from the Pacific islands and they are highly motivated – for 

example Tongans earn ten times what they could in Tonga and what they send back makes a big 

difference to their home villages. The welfare of the staff is important to Woodhaven Gardens, 

and they provide free cervical screening, breast screening and vaccines.  They also support local 

charities, sports in schools and celebrate different cultures by having staff do presentations of 

cultures unique to the different countries represented.            Mary Paddock, Newsletter Editor. 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

REBUS CLUB OF FEILDING  

Our July Speaker was Tony Groome: “Volunteering and being a part of Search & 

Rescue”. He works locally in Forestry and joined Land Search & Rescue in 1980, has 

been involved with major Police investigations, and been a volunteer Fire Fighter for 

37 years. 20% of calls to Fire & Emergency service (1st responders), Ambulance and 

Police are for medical events. Search & Rescue remains his passion - he was crew of 

the Rescue helicopter for 10 years. He has worked with Toyota NZ when they had 

vehicle launches & 4WD training. Search & Rescue is governed by NZ Ministry of 

Transport and are mainly volunteers. They cover 15,134 Kms of Coastline and approx 

30 million Sq. Miles. 96% of cases are solved in the first few hours, with assistance from Cell phone towers, ATM’s, 

Petrol Station CCTV, and Eftpos transactions. Technology has taken a lot of ‘search’ out of Search & Rescue. Photo: 

Tony being presented with his QSM by the then Governor General, Jerry Mateparae.  

Our Club is starting a Craft Group for knitters, embroiderers, and other crafters.                                 Lyn Jensen, Editor.  

 



 

And that concludes the July edition of Rebus Club News. The sun is shining, at the moment, but the garden is sodden. 

We have a rainwater tank, which at present is overflowing. Global warming/climate change, whatever you wish to call 

it, has been looming on the horizon for ages. Currently, the entire country is suffering from too much rain. In a few 

months’ time there will be water shortage warnings again, so why, oh why has there been little or no effort to harness 

the surplus rainfall in readiness for the dry months? The wringing of hands, kneeling on knees, do little to help. We 

have a water tank by choice – but if authorities are not prepared to conserve the excess in preparation for the lean 

times, we shall have to do it ourselves. Why is every new home not required to have a tank as backup for the dry times? 

The cost of a tank is a drop in the bucket (sorry) compared to the building costs.  It seems very simple and very logical 

to me – am I missing something?? 

 

Covid 19 is still with us, and will be for some time yet, it seems. From reading your newsletters, it is interesting to see 

the variation in attitudes to coping with this dratted virus – from nervousness and meeting cancellations to sheer 

bravado and a ‘she’ll be right’ attitude – we are all different. It is easy to wear a mask at meetings, but you cannot eat 

or drink with a mask on! 

 

Many thanks for your contributions this month, as always. I think this nine-pager is the longest ever. So, until next 

month, stay safe, stay warm, wear a mask, and if you are feeling grotty, please stay home.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Jean 
 

Editor – Rebus Club News 
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